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UNICEF UK RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL AWARD 
 

ASSESSMENT REPORT - LEVEL ONE 
 

School: Crown Primary School 

Headteacher: Miriam MacDonald 

RRSA coordinator: Catriona Morton 

Local authority: Highland 

Assessor: Jenny Price 

Date: 06/06/17 

 

The school context: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment information: 
 

Progress and evaluation 
form received 

Yes  Impact evaluation 
 form received 

Yes 

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher / RRSA coordinator (PT) / Principal Teacher  

Number of children and 
young people interviewed 

75  children 

Number of staff 
interviewed 

5 teaching staff            1 support staff          4 parents 
 

Evidence provided Learning walk     Written evidence     Class visits        Displays           

 
 

The Assessment Judgement: 
 

Crown Primary School has met the Standards for Unicef UK’s  
Rights Respecting Schools Award at LEVEL 1 

 

 

 

  

Crown Primary School serves part of Inverness city centre in the Highlands.  The current roll 
is 335, including children in the nursery class.  There are currently 13 mainstream classes in 
the school and two nursery classes.  There are 16 teaching and 6 nursery staff.  The 
proportion of pupils who were entitled to free school meals is well below the national 
average.  Pupils’ attendance is in line with the national average.  45% of the pupils have 
Additional Support Needs (ASN). In the last few years the proportion of pupils for whom 
English was an additional language (EAL) has significantly increased and is now equivalent 
to 31% of the roll. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First registered for RRSA:              Recognition of Commitment:     
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The following good practice evident at the assessment contributes to the school’s 
success at Level 1: 

 

Standard A:  
Rights-respecting values underpin leadership and management 
The Senior Management team (SMT) are clearly very committed to embedding a rights based 
education and ethos within their school and wider community.  The UNCRC is explicitly linked 
throughout the School Improvement Plan (SIP) and is integral to the schools motto “The Motivated 
School” (acronym).  The school’s policies and handbook are currently under review and SMT have 
planned to ensure explicit links to UNCRC and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) throughout.  
The SMT are committed to whole school learning of UNCRC, through Rights of the Month, 
assemblies, RRS Blog, fundraising activities and making links with Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW).   
 
The PT (RRSA lead) has delivered in-school and local authority training on children’s rights and 
linking these with global goals, in conjunction with Highland One World.  The SMT are linked with 
Highland’s Learning for Sustainability development group, keeping up to date with and sharing 
relevant resources.   The Head Teacher pointed out that, “The real drive for RRS came when we 
took a true leadership approach.  We created more time for staff to learn, we created planning 
templates and made links to the learning overviews that we share with parents/families”. 
 
When asked about the value of RRSA, the PT said, “Our children are so enthusiastic and 
passionate about children’s rights they have come up with so many ideas.  We have planned with 
the children so that topics (IDL) are based on rights and the children are now applying these in 
different areas. It’s not just an add-on”.  The HT said, “Rights is our first language, “it’s part of our 
rationale.”  The other PT said, “It’s about developing pupil voice. We have been so surprised with 
what they have come up with, it’s inspiring.”   
 

Standard B:  
The whole school community learns about the CRC 
The children and staff spoken with, have developed a deep understanding of children’s rights.  
They have learned about rights in a number of whole school and class activities.  The pupil Rights 
Ambassadors are very active, confident and enthusiastic about their role.  The group chose a Right 
of the Month (ROM) alongside differentiated tasks for all children to complete in class which the 
children spoken with have clearly enjoyed.   
 
The prominent displays around the school really celebrate and share the learning around rights and 
global goals.  Some of the displays include A Wish for the World, Vision of Goals, 10 000 Dresses 
(links to literacy about discrimination), huge hall banners for articles.  The school have also created 
a mascot called Rights Respecting Russel, who is featured in every display which the children are 
very proud of.  It is evident that children’s rights are linked throughout the learning experiences at 
Crown Primary across many areas of the curriculum.  One pupil commented, “everything we do is 
linked to rights.”  Children have learned about rights and global citizenship through Social Studies 
related (IDL) topics such as Peace & Conflict, Democracy, Houses/Homes, but also through Maths, 
Literacy and Health & Wellbeing.  Crown Primary are part of Millbank ASG and are currently piloting 
using a literacy resource created by Highland’s Equality & Diversity development group.  The 
children, staff and parents spoken with all reflected on the positive impact these contexts have had 
in enabling mature conversations about complex issues such as gender inequality, discrimination, 
sexual orientation and disabilities.  This was also evident in the conversation with pupils today.   
 
Of the parents spoken with, all agreed that the journey of RRSA so far has a significantly positive 
impact on their children’s respect for others and knowledge about the world around them.  One 
parent commented, “our children are learning about the real world which is applicable to current 
affairs.  They can hang their learning on to something tangible.”  Another parent added that, “the 
children use the rights respecting language as a tool to deal with different situations that they have 
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to navigate their way through at school”.  Another added, “We having such interesting 
conversations that I encourage at home”.  “Learning about rights has provided a framework and a 
platform for our children to talk.  We are no longer talking down to our children.  This is not a short 
term thing.  This is how we are.  It is a whole school thing”.   
 
 

Standard C:  
The school has a rights-respecting ethos 
 
Every class has a charter displayed which have been designed by the children in each class which 
have not only supported the learning of rights but also served to embed rights into the “language 
toolkit” for both children and adults, when resolving conflicts between children or dealing with 
disruptive behaviour.  Playground and canteen charters have also been created, which the children 
reported they find useful.  The school are considering a whole school charter in consultation with 
parents and children.   
 
Children and staff are using the language of rights when resolving conflicts.  The children are 
guided by rights when they are faced with moral dilemmas.   One pupil said, “It’s good to know 
about our rights because it has helped us to understand that sometimes the things we have said 
can be offensive”.  Another added, “It’s good to know so that if someone is being unkind then we 
know it is wrong and can do something about it.”  “We know how to respect each other.  We have 
the way of speech to help us and feel more protected now”.  The children spoken with mostly feel 
safe in school, they were confident to make suggestions for improvement and most know that they 
can talk to adults or friends in school. 
 
When asked about the ethos of the school, one teaching member of staff said that “the feeling of 
community in our school and in my class has removed the majority of behaviour issues and puts 
their silly squabbles into perspective for them”.  Another teaching member of staff pointed out that, 
“With time allocated for the Rights of the Month, the use of charters and links to the curriculum etc, 
we are all more aware now of rights.  The children are interested and we have great conversations 
with children about things like poverty and it really helps us to get to know our children better and 
perhaps what issues they are carrying from outside school”.   
 
The children and adults spoken with have a clear understanding of the unconditional and universal 
nature of rights.  They also demonstrated that they understand that no rights are more important 
than the others (indivisible), that they are “born with them” (inherent) and that they “can’t be taken 
away” (inalienable).   
 

 
Standard D:  
Children are empowered to become active citizens and learners 
 
It was evident and agreed amongst adults spoken with that the majority of the children of Crown 
Primary are confident to share their ideas and express their opinions which have influenced 
decisions.  The school are committed to developing this further across the school to ensure the 
“hard to reach” families are involved.  Children have regular opportunities for learning conversations 
and target setting, emotional check-ins, pupil voice groups such as Pupil Council, RRS 
Ambassadors, P6 & P7 Leaders and Masterclasses.  
 
The school has created meaningful citizenship and community opportunities for children to be 
involved in a wide variety of awareness raising and fundraising raising activities such as: “Russel 
Drive” to raise money for Archie Foundation (local), Worlds Largest Lesson (global), Sponsored 
Walk for Highland Hospice (local), Junior Apprentice (linking skills for life & work) for Highland 
Hospice (local), Name that Song Competition  for Elsie Normington Foundation (local) Healthy 
Eating Enterprise for Highland Homeless Trust (local), Red Nose Day (national), Sport Relief 
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(National), Blythswood Shoebox appeal (global), Children in Need (global), Highland Foodbank 
(local).  The children understand the benefits of these and how they link to promoting the rights of 
other children.  One member of staff said, “our children know now that they can make a difference 
and actively look for ways to help other charities”.   
 
Children in P5/6 have looked at democracy which linked closely with rights, followed on from 
thinking about wishes for the world.  This led to each of the children writing manifestos, by 
considering what they would do if they were the leader of a political party.  These have recently 
been written and they are considering sending these to their local MP.   
 
A teaching member described the RRS journey: “It’s like a seed.  The idea has been planted now 
and the children are developing new concepts. It’s great to see them grow and change”.   
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Moving to Level 2: 
 

Level 1 is an important milestone on the Rights Respecting journey. In the light of the assessment visit, 

the assessor has identified the following priorities for further progress. These recommendations, based 

on Unicef’s experience with schools across the UK, will have been discussed in more detail during the 

assessment visit:  

In order for the school to progress successfully to Level 2, the following steps and actions 

will be required: 

Standard A 

 Ensure that most school policies are explicitly cross-referenced to appropriate rights from the 
Convention. Considerer pupil involvement in the policy review process. (Criterion  2)  
 

 Enhance ambassadorial activity by enabling children and staff to promote and encourage Rights 
Respecting values and actions and knowledge of the UNCRC with other schools and in the wider 
community. (Criteria  4  and D 18) 

 

Standard B 

 Work towards deepening and widening the knowledge and understanding of the UNCRC across the 
whole school community. (Criterion 6) 
 

 Work towards an increased knowledge of the origins of the Convention, its global impact and, for 
older pupil’s it’s place within the wider picture of Human Rights. (Criterion 6) 
 

 Develop a more structured approach to engage parents/families in learning about and understanding 
the UNCRC. (Criterion 7)  
 

 Further embed a focus on the planned learning about children’s rights to ensure systematic and 
planned coverage throughout most aspects of the curriculum. (Criterion 8) 

 

Standard C 

 Continue to embed the Unicef RRSA Charter Guidance and focus on the language of ‘respect for 
rights’.  ) 
 

 Continue to enable the children to look at global issues from a perspective of rights so that they 
develop a heightened sense of justice and equity. (Criterion 15) 
 

 Help the whole school community to develop a greater sense of critical enquiry, informed by the 
UNCRC when looking at the world and at global issues such as sustainable development. (Criterion 
15)  

 

Standard D 

 Continue to strive for more creative and significant opportunities for the participation and decision 
making of children/young people to influence and shape the life and work of the school, perhaps 
through explicit involvement in school improvement planning and/or the evaluation of learning and 
teaching (criterion 16). 

 

 Seek to build upon fundraising activity by further developing a rights based approach and seeking 
more opportunity for pupil led advocacy and campaigning on local, national and global 



 
 

RRSA Level 1 report – Crown Primary School, 06/06/17 6 

 

 

issues.(Criterion 18) 
 

 [In addition to your well established and successful charity fund raising] Facilitate more opportunities 
for the children/young people to initiate powerful advocacy and campaigning work, particularly with 
regard to children’s rights Consider  joining in with Unicef UK’s Outright Campaign.  (Criterion 18) 

 

 Build on the good charity work already undertaken by enabling and empowering the young people to 
become advocates and campaigners for the rights of all children locally and globally. (Criterion 18) 

 

 
In addition, the school might also consider: 

 Continue to use and promote the FREE Unicef resource Child Rights Launchpad:  

https://launchpad.unicef.org.uk/   

 

 Consider joining the Emergency Lesson Campaign:  https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-

schools/resources/unicefs-emergency-lessons-campaign/  

 

 Join the Global Learning Programme:  https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/global-

learning-programme-glp/ or  www.ideas-forum.org.uk/glps  

 

 SMT staff training to become a Level 1 Assessor for Highland.   

 

 Making the children and school community aware of links between UNCRC and GIRFEC & the 

Wellbeing Indicators (SHANARRI) (Children & Young Persons Act, Scotland, 2014).   

https://launchpad.unicef.org.uk/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/resources/unicefs-emergency-lessons-campaign/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/resources/unicefs-emergency-lessons-campaign/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/global-learning-programme-glp/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/global-learning-programme-glp/
http://www.ideas-forum.org.uk/glps

